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Specimen C closely resembles B, but has a dull white bar, 
apparently abnormal, across one of the rectrices. 

D is like A, but the plumage is scarcely so dark, and on 
the under surface is slightly mingled with rufous. 

In this specimen the feathers on the crown of the head 
exhibit two pairs of pale brown spots on each feather, and 
the feathers of the throat are a rich brown, transversely barred 
with a darker brown. 

E resembles D, but has the brown of the mantle, including 
the wing-coverts, and also of the entire under surface, some- 
what mingled with rufous. 

In this specimen the feathers immediately adjacent to the 
upper mandible are white, and the black band which edges 
the lower portion of the disk is very conspicuous. 

The general aspect of the Anjouan Scops is decidedly fuli- 
ginous, a circumstance which leads me to propose for it the 
specific title of capnodes, from the Greek camvedns, smoky ; 
and I think that Scops capnodes may be safely admitted as a 
valid addition to the catalogue of the Striges. 


X.—On Scolopax rosenbergi and S. saturata. 
By T. Satvapori, C.M.Z.S. 


Wuen I was preparing my ‘Ornitologia della Papuasia e 
delle Molucche,’ wishing to be as exact as possible, I visited 
the principal museums of Europe, in order to examine the 
existing types of the species included by me in the above- 
mentioned work. Thus, when in Leyden, I examined the 
type specimen of Scolopax rosenbergi, Schieg., from New 
Guinea, and compared it very carefully with two specimens 
of the allied Javan species, Scolopax saturata, Horsf. I 
must say that, although I perceived, as it had occurred also 
to Schlegel, that the two species were nearly related, 
still it never came into my head that they were specifically 
identical. : 

Again, when Mr. Laglaize sent to Count Turati, of Milan, 
a specimen of S. resenbergi collected by Bruijn’s hunters on 
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the Arfak Mountains, I had the opportunity of comparing it 
with a specimen of S. saturata from Java, received from 
Mr. Franck, of Amsterdam, in 1847, and preserved in the 
Zoological Museum of Turin, and I still thought that they 
belonged to two different species. 

Lastly, when Dr. Gwillemard had a third specimen of the 
New-Guinea bird, he put it down (P. Z. S. 1885, p. 665) as 
S. rosenbergi, apparently without the least idea that it could 
be the same as S. saturata. 

Consequently it was a great surprise to me to find, first 
in § The Ibis’ (1887, p. 283), and then in the recent work, 
‘The Geographical Distribution of the Family Charadriidie,’ 
p. 506, that the two birds are considered by Mr. Seebohm 
specifically identical. 

On a previous occasion (Ibis, 1886, p. 128), in “ A Review 
of the Species of the Genus Scolopax,” Mr. Secbohm admits 
the Scolopax rosenbergi as distinct from S. saturata, but after- 
wards (Ibis, 1887, p. 283) he tells us that at the time he 
wrote his paper on the genus Scolopax he had not had the 
opportunity of comparing specimens of S. rosenbergi from 
New Guinea with those of S. sadwrata from Java, and that 
when that opportunity presented itself he found “them to 
be identical.” It seems that in his last work Mr. Seebohm 
has slightly modified his opinion, as, instead of being so posi- 
tive as before, he is content to state that the “two birds 
seem to be specifically identical.” Thus it appears that he 
was not quite sure of the identity ; and if so, it seems that it 
would have been more safe not to lump together two birds 
which, when carefully examined by others, had been recog- 
nized as specifically distinct. 

Mr. Seebohm, to meet the serious objection arising from 
the very peculiar distribution of Scolopax saturata when taken, 
as he does, to be the same as S. rosenbergi, which is only 
known from the Arfak Mountains in Western New Guinea, 
supposes the probability of the bird living also “ in the inter- 
vening islands”, or that it may “ be only a winter visitor 

* In one of the groups of the intervening islands, in that of Obi, lives 
Scolopax rochussent, Schleg., a very distinct species. 
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to the Malay Archipelago, breeding northwards in Eastern 
Thibet or Yunnan ” (!). 

All this falls to the ground if, instead of making suppo- 
sitions, we examine carefully the Javan and the New-Guinea 
birds, as we shall then be easily convinced that they belong 
to two distinct species, each having a different and very limited 
geographical distribution. 

I asked the authorities of the Museo Civico of Milan, 
where Count Turati’s collection is now preserved, to send me 
the specimen of S. rosenberyi mentioned in my work (vol. iii. 
p. 236) for inspection, and I also asked Dr. Guillemard 
to send me his specimen. Both are now before me, together 
with a specimen of S. saturata from Java, a very fine one, 
meutioned above as being preserved in the Museum of 
Turin. 

But before proceeding to state the differences between the 
two birds, I consider it opportune to make a census of the 
known specimens of the two species. Both birds are very 
rare in collections. Mr. Seebohm states that of the Javan 
bird only three specimens exist :—(1) Horsficld’s type, moth- 
eaten and devoid of feathers, in the British Museum* ; (2 and 
3) two examples in the Leyden Museum, coilected by Boiè 
in Java. To these, to my knowledge, we must add a fourth 
specimen, in the Derby Museum, mentioned by Blyth (Ibis, 
1865, p. 36, note); a fifth, killed by Mr. Goldman on Mount 
Salak, in Western Java, mentioned and carefully described 
by Dr. Vorderman (Nat. Tijdschr. v. Nederl. Ind. xlv. p. 107, 
1885) ; and a sixth, in the Museum of Turin. 

Of the New-Guinea bird only three specimens are known : 
Ist, the type, in the Leyden Museum, sent by Baron von 
Rosenberg ; 2nd, the specimen in Turati’s collection, killed 
by Bruijn’s hunters on the Arfak Mountains, and received 
through Mr. Laglaize; 3rd, Dr. Guillemard’s specimen, a 
female, also collected on the Arfak Mountains by Bruijn’s 
hunters, which, as Dr. Guillemard has already stated, cor- 
responds with the description in my ‘ Ornitologia.’ 


* On a previous occasion (Ibis, 1687, p. 234) Mr. Seebohm stated that 
the type specimen “ cannot now be found” in the British Museum. 
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Comparing the Javan and New-Guinea birds together, 
what strikes one immediately is that the New-Guinea bird 
is much darker, having the black spaces between the reddish 
or light bars much wider. Also Mr. Bittikofer, to whom I 
have applied for his opinion, after having compared the spe- 
cimens in the Leyden Museum, writes, insisting on the 
blackish bars on the upper and lower surface being broader 
in the New-Guinea bird, and giving to it a darker ap- 
pearance. 

Another striking difference is in the fore neck, where the 
dark bands are more arched, giving a scale-like appearance 
in the New-Guinea bird, while in the Javan one the bands 
are straighter and more regularly transverse. 

Besides the above differences there are aiso minor ones :— 

lst. The black line from the eye to the base of the bill is 
wider in the New-Guinea bird. 

2nd. The light bands on the underparts are much whiter 
in the New-Guinea bird. 

3rd. The breast along the middle is whiter in the New- 
Guinea bird than in the Javan one. 

dth. The remiges, especially the primaries, in the New- 
Guinea bird are blacker, with only a few reddish spots towards 
the tip of the outer web, while in the Javan bird all the 
remiges are more spotted with reddish on the outer web. 

Sth. The primary-coverts are less spotted with reddish 
colour in the New-Guinea than in the Javan bird. 

Gth. Also the under wing-coverts are blacker and less 
banded in the New-Guinea bird. 

7th. The tail is much the same in both birds, only darker 
in the New-Guinea one. 

I cannot find that there is much difference in the propor- 
tions of the remiges, which, in both specimens of the New- 
Guinea birds and in one from Java before me, are as fol- 
lows :—the first a Jittle shorter than the second, the third 
very little longer than the second. 

To my eyes and in my judgment the two birds are per- 
fectly distinct. I add the synonymy of the two specics and a 
diagnostic description of both. 
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SCOLOPAX SATURATA, Horsf. 

Scolopax saturata, Horsf. 'Frans. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 191 
(1821) (type examined) ; id. Zool. Res. in Java, pl. 63 (1824) 
(Mount Prahu, 7000 ft., Java); Less. Compl. de Buff. ii. 
p. 680 (1837); Rehb. Grallatores, tab. cecliv. f. 2780 (1851) 
(ex Horsfield); Bp. Compt. Rend. xliii. p. 579, n. 167 (1856); 
Schleg. Handl. Dierk. i. p. 432, pl. vi. f. 71 (1857); id. 
Dierent. p. 248 (1864) ; id. Mus. P.-B. Scolopaces, p. 3 (Java, 
Boie) (1864) ; Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p.36 (note, Derby Museum) ; 
pelt. ct Salv L. Z.S. 18609 p 19; G.R. Gr. Hand-list, iii. 
p. 54, n. 10353 (1871); Gicb. Thes. Orn. iii. p. 467 (1877) ; 
Vorderm. Nat. Tijdschr. Ned. Ind. xlv. p. 107 (1885) (Mount 
Salak); Seebohm, Ibis, 1886, p. 127; id. Ibis, 1887, p. 283 
(partim); id. Geogr. Distr. Charadr. p. 506 (partim), pl. xxi. * 
(1887). 

Gallinago saturata, Steph. Gen. Zool. xii. p. 59 (1829); 
CSR OT Gen B.aii. p- 573, n. 26 (1816). 

Rusticola javanica, Less. 'Tr. @ Orn. p. 555 (1831). 

Scolopax russata in Mus. Derb., Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 86 
(note). 


Rufo et nigro transfasciolata, subtus pallidior, pectore medio 
albicante ; remigibus omnibus fusco-nigris, exterius rufo 
maculatis ; tectricibus remigum primariorum fusco- 
nigris, rufo maculatis; subalaribus fusco-nigris, rufo 
fasciolatis. Long. tot. circa 300 mm., al. 154 mm., 
caud, 52 mm., rostri 76 mm., tarsi 385 mm. 


* Ihave been greatly puzzled by the figure in Mr. Seebohm’s work, as it 
does not at all give one the idea either of S. saturata or of S. rosenberg?, so 
that the thought struck me that it had been taken from an indillerent figure 
of S, saturata in Schlegel’s ‘Handleiding tot de beofening der Dierkunde,’ 
pl. vi. f. 71. To ascertain this point, I wrote to Mr. Keulemans, asking 
him from which specimen the plate of S. saturata had been drawn, I 
think it important to quote his auswer: ‘ The figure of Scolopax saturata 
to which you refer in your letter was taken from two different drawings 
—the first, a water-colour drawing, made at the Leyden Museum by a 
painter who cannot paint birds; the second from the small figure of 
Schegel’s ‘Handl. Dierkunde’ (as you suggested).” After this we may 
declare that the plate in Mr. Seebohm’s work, not made from an actual 
specimen, is a very bad one, as completely wanting in characters, and 
not giving at all the idea of the bird. 
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Scolopax saturata is confined to the high mountains of 
Java; it has been found only on Mount Prahu (7000 feet 
high) and on Mount Salak, where, according to Dr. Vor- 
derman, Mr. Goldman killed one specimen on the 10th Oc- 
tober, 1882. I have failed to ascertain in which part of Java 
Boié obtained the two specimens in the Leyden Museum. 
Most likely from the same source is the specimen in the Mu- 
seum of Turin. 


ScoLOPAX ROSENBERGI, Schleg. 

Scolopax rosenberyi, Schl. Ned. Tijdschr. Dierk. iv. p. 54 
(1871) (Nova Guinea) (type examined) ; Rosenb. Reist. naar 
Geelvinksb. p. 144 (1875) ; Gieb. Thes. Orn. iii. p. 467 (1877) ; 
Rosenb. Malay Archip. pp. 563, 595 (1879); Salvad. Ann. 
Mus. Civ. Gen. xviii. p. 331, n. £8 (1882) ; id. Orn. Pap. e 
Moll 111. pe 285 (1882) ; Guillem. P. Z. 5. 1685, TOOSE 
Arfak Mountains) ; Seeb. Ibis, 1886, p. 128. 

Scolopax saturata, part., Seeb. Ibis, 1887, p. 283; id. 
Geogr. Distr. Charadr. p. 506 (partim) (1882). 

Scolopax S. saturate, Horsf., similis, sed nigricantior et pec- 
tore medio purius albo, colli presertim antici fasciis 
fuscis magis arcuatis, abdominis fasciis transversis albis 
vix rufescentibus, remigibus primariis fere omnino fusco- 
nigricantibus, nonnullisin pogonio externo, apicem versus, 
vix rufo maculatis, tectricibus remigum primariarum 
fusco-nigricantibus, fere immaculatis, et subalaribus 
fusco-nigris vix fusco fasciatis, diversa. Long. tot. circa 
300 mm., al. 158-154 mm., caud. 59-54 mm. ; rostr. 84- 
74 mm.; tarsi 88-35 mm. 

This bird has been only found in the north-west part of 
New Guinea, and all the three specimens known were col- 
lected on the Arfak Mountains. 


XI.— Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. Allen on the Birds of the American Museum of Natural 
History. 

( Visitors’ Guide to the Collection of Birds in the American Museum 
of Natural History. J. A. Allen, Curator, 8vo. New Yorn: 1888. ] 


